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Picture Books No Longer a Staple for
Children
By JULIE BOSMAN

Picture books are so unpopular these days at the Children’s Book Shop in Brookline, Mass., that
employees there are used to placing new copies on the shelves, watching them languish and
then returning them to the publisher.
“So many of them just die a sad little death, and we never see them again,” said Terri Schmitz,
the owner.
The shop has plenty of company. The picture book, a mainstay of children’s literature with its
lavish illustrations, cheerful colors and large print wrapped in a glossy jacket, has been fading. It
is not going away — perennials like the Sendaks and Seusses still sell well — but publishers have
scaled back the number of titles they have released in the last several years, and booksellers
across the country say sales have been suffering.
The economic downturn is certainly a major factor, but many in the industry see an additional
reason for the slump. Parents have begun pressing their kindergartners and first graders to
leave the picture book behind and move on to more text-heavy chapter books. Publishers cite
pressures from parents who are mindful of increasingly rigorous standardized testing in schools.
“Parents are saying, ‘My kid doesn’t need books with pictures anymore,’ ” said Justin Chanda,
the publisher of Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. “There’s a real push with parents
and schools to have kids start reading big-kid books earlier. We’ve accelerated the graduation
rate out of picture books.”
Booksellers see this shift too.
“They’re 4 years old, and their parents are getting them ‘Stuart Little,’ ” said Dara La Porte,
the manager of the children’s department at the Politics and Prose bookstore in Washington. “I
see children pick up picture books, and then the parents say, ‘You can do better than this, you
can do more than this.’ It’s a terrible pressure parents are feeling — that somehow, I shouldn’t
let my child have this picture book because she won’t get into Harvard.”
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Literacy experts are quick to say that picture books are not for dummies. Publishers praise the
picture book for the particular way it can develop a child’s critical thinking skills.
“To some degree, picture books force an analog way of thinking,” said Karen Lotz, the publisher
of Candlewick Press in Somerville, Mass. “From picture to picture, as the reader interacts with
the book, their imagination is filling in the missing themes.”
Many parents overlook the fact that chapter books, even though they have more text, full
paragraphs and fewer pictures, are not necessarily more complex.
“Some of the vocabulary in a picture book is much more challenging than in a chapter book,”
said Kris Vreeland, a book buyer for Vroman’s Bookstore in Pasadena, Calif., where sales of
picture books have been down. “The words themselves, and the concepts, can be very
sophisticated in a picture book.”
They can, for example, be written with Swiftian satire, like “Monsters Eat Whiny Children” by
Bruce Eric Kaplan, a new book about children who are nearly devoured as a result of bad
behavior.
Each year, the coveted Randolph Caldecott Medal goes to the most distinguished picture book
published in the United States. (This year it went to “The Lion and the Mouse” by Jerry
Pinkney, an adaptation of the Aesop’s fable with luminous images and no words at all.)
Still, many publishers have gradually reduced the number of picture books they produce for a
market that had seen a glut of them, and in an age when very young children, like everyone
else, have more options, a lot of them digital, to fill their entertainment hours.
At Scholastic, 5 percent to 10 percent fewer hardcover picture books have been published over
the last three years. Don Weisberg, the president of the Penguin Young Readers Group, said
that two and a half years ago, the company began publishing fewer titles but that it had devoted
more attention to marketing and promoting the ones that remain. Of all the children’s books
published by Simon & Schuster, about 20 percent are picture books, down from 35 percent a
few years ago.
Classic books like “Goodnight Moon” and the “Eloise” series still sell steadily, alongside more
modern popular titles like the “Fancy Nancy” books and “The Three Little Dassies” by Jan
Brett, but even some best-selling authors are feeling the pinch. Jon Scieszka, who wrote “Robot
Zot,” said his royalty checks had been shrinking, especially in the last year.
“We see the stores displaying less picture books, and publishers are getting a little more
cautious about signing up new projects,” Mr. Scieszka said. “You can feel that everyone’s
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worried.”
Borders, noticing the sluggish sales, has tried to encourage publishers to lower the list prices,
which can be as high as $18. Mary Amicucci, the vice president of children’s books for Barnes &
Noble, said sales began a slow, steady decline about a year ago. Since then, the stores have
rearranged display space so that some picture books are enticingly paired with toys and games.
Other retailers have cut shelf space devoted to picture books while expanding their booming
young-adult sections, full of dystopic fiction, graphic novels and “Twilight”-inspired paranormal
romances.
“Young adult fiction has been universally the growing genre,” said Ms. Lotz of Candlewick, “and
so as retailers adapt to what customers are buying, they are giving more space to that and less
space to picture books.”
Some parents say they just want to advance their children’s skills. Amanda Gignac, a stay-athome mother in San Antonio who writes The Zen Leaf, a book blog, said her youngest son,
Laurence, started reading chapter books when he was 4.
Now Laurence is 6 ½, and while he regularly tackles 80-page chapter books, he is still a
“reluctant reader,” Ms. Gignac said.
Sometimes, she said, he tries to go back to picture books.
“He would still read picture books now if we let him, because he doesn’t want to work to read,”
she said, adding that she and her husband have kept him reading chapter books.
Still, many children are getting the message. At Winnona Park Elementary School in Decatur,
Ga., a recent book fair was dominated by chapter books, said Ilene Zeff, who organized the fair.
“I’ve been getting fewer and fewer picture books because they just don’t sell,” Ms. Zeff said.
“By first grade, when the kids go to pick out their books, they ask where the chapter books are.
They’re just drawn to them.”
On a recent discussion board on Urbanbaby.com, a Web site for parents, one commenter asked
for recommendations for chapter books to read to a 5-year-old, and was answered with
suggestions like the 272-page “Phantom Tollbooth” by Norton Juster and “The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz” by L. Frank Baum — books generally considered more appropriate for children 9
to 11.
Jen Haller, the vice president and associate publisher of the Penguin Young Readers Group, said
that while some children were progressing to chapter books earlier, they were still reading
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picture books occasionally. “Picture books have a real comfort element to them,” Ms. Haller
said. “It’s not like this door closes and they never go back to picture books again.”
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Picture books for children aged 3 - 5 years. Merry Christmas, Gus. by Chris Chatterton.Â This festive mashup of two classic
childrenâ€™s books begins with Santa, not Alice, falling down the rabbit hole into Wonderland. Join the Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter
and a few of Santa's reindeer for a tea party and find out if Santa can charm the Queen of Hearts (who hates Christmas, naturally) and
put the Merry back into Christmas in Wonderland. If youâ€™re looking for a fun Christmas picture book with a twist, here it is! Buy the
book Amazon Blackwell's Book Depository Bookshop.org Waterstones WH Smith Wordery Foyles. Coming to England. This study aims
to evaluate children's picture books for 0-3-year-olds on the market in Turkey with respect to their physical features, illustrations and
content. A total of 146 children's books for sale in Ankara and Istanbul bookshops were studied. Data were collected by using a five-part
book check list designed by the researchers. The frequencies and percentages of these data were computed by using the SPSS16
statistical package. 32. From Standard Picture Books are 32 Pages > Picture books are almost always 32 pages. The reasons for this
are physical: when you fold paper, eight pages folds smoothly into whatâ€™s called a signature, while any more results in a group of
pages ...Â Francoise Bui of Doubleday Books, said, â€œWeâ€™ll do a longer book if the story needs it. The most likely time is if
itâ€™s a holiday or seasonal book, that we plan to give a bigger marketing push, and it needs those extra pages to tell the story. If
Iâ€™ve acquired a story I really like, and if it needs extra pages, Iâ€™ll do it.â€ Margret Mead said: "Children must be taught how to
think, not what to think." The purpose of High Stakes Testing has always been about what to think, never how ...to think. What to think is
about control, and how to think is liberation.Â In â€œPicture Books No Longer a Staple for Childrenâ€ by Julie Bosman we learned
about a bookstore inâ€¦ In 2010, I read an article in The New York Times that both saddened and infuriated me. In â€œPicture Books
No Longer a Staple for Childrenâ€ by Julie Bosman we learned about a bookstore inâ€¦ OPT OUT of the State Test: Indiana. 16
December 2019 Â·. Free lunch rates are a proxy for family income levels. To qualify for free lunch, you need to make 130%, or lower, of
what the federal government has set as the poverty level for a family of a given A childrenâ€™s picture book may seem simple, but
creating a brilliant one is no easy task. How do you make yours smart, engaging, and fun â€” rather than clichÃ©d, saccharine, and
didactic? If youâ€™re looking for charm, education, inspiration, and that unmistakable warm-and-fuzzy feeling, thereâ€™s nothing quite
like a well-crafted childrenâ€™s picture book.Â If you look at published picture books, theyâ€™re usually 32 pages long, which means
just 16 spreads.â€ When youâ€™re paging out your own story, she recommends, keep those numbers in mind, while remembering that
you also need space within your page real estate for title, dedication, and copyright. If youâ€™re planning on publishing purely in the
eBook realm, considerations like spreads matter less, so feel free to experiment with length and format.

Five years ago, The New York Times published an article that caused consternation among picture book creators: â€œPicture Books No
Longer a Staple for Children.â€ In fact, the words within plunged a dagger directly into our hearts. Parents have begun pressing their
kindergartners and first graders to leave the picture book behind and move on to more text-heavy chapter books. Publishers cite
pressures from parents who are mindful of increasingly rigorous standardized testing in schools. It felt as though No Child Left Behind
was leaving we authors and illustrators behind. A childrenâ€™s bookseller was even quoted as saying that picture books sat languishing
on their shelves, dying sad little deaths. OUCH. As a parent of young kids, I saw it happening. Why are picture books usually 32 pages?
How does that affect the story? Part of a 30-day series on How to Write a Picture Book.Â How often do you find a longer picture book
like The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman. Type up a manuscript. Choose a favorite published childrenâ€™s book and type it up as a
manuscript in standard manuscript format. This helps you visualize the difference between a manuscript and a published book. For a
10% discount, use this code: MIMS10. Picture books are so unpopular these days at the Children's Book Shop in Brookline, Mass., that
employees there are used to placing new copies on the shelves, watching them languish and then returning them to the publisher. "So
many of them just...Â The picture book, a mainstay of children's literature with its lavish illustrations, cheerful colors and large print
wrapped in a glossy jacket, has been fading. It is not going away - perennials like the Sendaks and Seusses still sell well - but publishers
have scaled back the number of titles they have released in the last several years, and booksellers across the country say sales have
been suffering. Free Children's Picture Books. Please share our books with your friends and family to support our mission. Thank you.Â
Kids feel amazed with picture book, illustration of picture books make them paw on them, which keeps them excited with the colorful
integrative picture books. Our free children picture books online help them understand the story better and visualize each story with
great dynamism. Nurture love for art. Feed your childrenâ€™s love for art. Stories illustrated with colorful pictures are the best way to
induce their artist skills, this make kids to engage much time in colouring, drawing and learn other craft work. Getting the free image of
childrenâ€™s books is a simple way to nurture their art skills. Improves story telling ability.

