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launching a process leading to elaboration of an overar-
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ching international treaty on sustainable development
that will provide an “umbrella” to more specialized
treaties and instruments dealing with specific environmental, social and economic issues. This work could build
on IUCN’s Draft International Covenant on Environment
and Development, and the Earth Charter. 9
Similarly, the Asia Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED) has continued to highlight the relevance of an
ethics-based approach to sustainable development for the Asia
Pacific region, using the Earth Charter as a foundational document:
To initiate the shift along the sustainable development
path toward the long-term vision, innovative policies
should be articulated for the region. However, with recognition that achieving sustainability is not just a technical
problem, but also based on people’s mentality, such
policies would be most effectively designed around
provocative ethical principles such as those advocated
by the Earth Charter. 10
I was a part of both the efforts in Kyrgyzstan and in APFED and
facilitated the acknowledgement of the Earth Charter in the Central and South Asian bloc and in Asia Pacific. Given the rapid
economic transformation of Asia currently underway and projected in the new century, the reception given to the Earth Charter in this region is a most welcome indicator of a growing environmental consciousness and resolve.

•
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