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THEME:
It is never too late to learn something new – learning is a life-long endeavor.
PROGRAM SUMMARY:
Harry sits on the porch with 100 year old Mr. George Baker who can dance
and play the drums but goes to school, just like Harry, so he can learn to
read.
LeVar explores how learning is an ageless adventure as he introduces The
Steppers, a group of senior women who are learning to dance and perform,
and to the Ferrara family who runs a bakery where the youngest to the oldest
have been mixing up sweet treats for five generations.
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:
Discuss with students what is necessary to get really good at doing something. Invite them to tell about something at which they are expert.
Pose the question that LeVar asks in the program: “What would you like to
learn to do?”
Discuss how people learn to read. Ask students how they would go about
teaching someone to read.
Mr. George Baker and Harry are very good friends. Invite students to tell
about their elderly friends and what they enjoy doing together.
CURRICULUM EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
In order to promote positive attitudes toward aging, explore the students’ concepts of what it means to be “old.” Have them cut out pictures of older people
from magazines and attach them to a chart or bulletin board. Discuss the
reasons for their choices. Along with the pictures, record their responses to
the question, “What does it mean to be old?” Ask them to name some people
(including famous persons) whom they perceive to be “old.” Brainstorm two
lists with students: “What older people can do” and “What I can do.” Have
students compare and contrast the two lists. After students have had opportunities to interact with elderly people, through some of the activities below,
revisit the charts to see if they have altered their thinking.
Investigate the availability of local community groups of elderly people who
sing, dance, or otherwise perform, and invite them to do a program for the
students.
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Mr. George Baker is a “drummer man.” Collaborate with the music teacher to
learn about drums and famous drummers. Look at different kinds of drums
and how they are played (with fingertips, drumsticks, heel of one’s hand, etc.).
Listen to recordings and/or watch video of drummers performing.
Have partners work together to figure out a rhythm that involves an arrangement of hand claps, foot taps, table taps, and the like, and teach it to the rest
of the class.
Check the neighborhood or community for long-time family businesses. Arrange a visit and indicate that you would like for the owners to talk with the
students about how the knowledge of their business has been passed through
the generations.
Enlist the aid of the library media specialist and have students do research on
individuals who are known for their achievements well into their later years.
Subjects might include the following people: Grandma Moses, Bob Hope,
Marian Anderson, George Washington Carver, Helen Keller, Benjamin Franklin, Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington, Jimmy Carter, Mary Cassatt,
Thomas Edison, Duke Ellington, and others. The focus of the research should
be on the accomplishments of the person.
Collaborate with the physical education teacher in a dance activity. Divide the
class into small groups and have each group create a short, simple dance
routine. Allow ample time for practice and then have the groups teach their
dance to their classmates.
The first person narration of Mr. George Baker is an excellent example of
writer’s voice. Have students write a brief description of an elderly friend
or neighbor using details about what the person looks like, how the person
dresses, and something she/he does well, similar to what Harry writes about
George. They might start their descriptions the way Harry starts his: “See this
(man/woman)? That’s _______________.”
Extend invitations to elderly family members or friends of the students to visit
the classroom. Find out any special talents and interests these people might
have and invite them to share with the students. For example, a visiting friend
might: teach a craft, share a hobby or collection, play a musical instrument,
tell about her/his job, cook with the children, tell stories, read to students, and
many other activities.
Arrange a field trip to a baker so students may observe how desserts are
prepared.
Enlist students in compiling a “Top Ten Books Every Child Should Read”
for the school. Discuss with students what the criteria might be for inclusion on the list, e.g. a good story (ask them to elaborate on what makes a
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story “good”), beautiful illustrations, likable characters, appeal to both girls
and boys, a long-lasting favorite, etc. Have them decide how they will solicit
nominations for the list from other classrooms in the building. They might do
an intercom announcement, send an e-mail to each room, and or write a letter to each class, briefly mentioning the criteria and asking for three titles of
books that each class thinks should be on the list. Once the nominations are
in, students can compile the Top Ten list. Arrange to display the ten books in
the library media center, a central hallway, or another prominent place in the
building. Send a copy of the list to the public library and local newspaper.
RELATED THEMES:
dance
cooking
friendships
RELATED READING RAINBOW PROGRAMS:
Program #93 Mrs. Katz and Tush
Program #118 How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World
Program # 55 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters
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Mr. George Baker (Reading has been added to your Cart. Add a gift receipt for easy returns. Buy used: $5.87. Get Fast, Free Shipping
with Amazon Prime. FREE delivery: Get free shipping. George Baker, Actor: On Her Majesty's Secret Service. George Baker was born
on April 1, 1931 in Varna, Bulgaria as George Morris Baker. He was an actor and writer, known for HÃ¤nen majesteettinsa salaisessa
palveluksessa (1969), 007 rakastettuni (1977) and MinÃ¤, Claudius (1976). He was married to Louie Ramsay, Sally Home and Julia
Squire. He died on October 7, 2011 in West Lavington Mr. George Baker. Skip to main content. Mr. George Baker by Amy Hest. Lexile.
520L.Â George Baker and Harry donâ€™t seem the likeliest of friends. Yet, sitting side by side on Georgeâ€™s porch, waiting for the
school bus to come, the two have plenty in common, this hundred-year-old musician with the crookedy fingers going tappidy on his
knees and the young schoolboy whose shoelaces always need tying. Theyâ€™re both learning to read, which is hard â€” but whatâ€™s
easy is the warm friendship they share. George Morris Baker, MBE (1 April 1931 â€“ 7 October 2011) was an English actor and writer.
He was best known for portraying Tiberius in I, Claudius, and Inspector Wexford in The Ruth Rendell Mysteries. Baker was born in
Varna, Bulgaria. His father was an English businessman and honorary vice consul and his mother an Irish Red Cross nurse who moved
to Bulgaria to help fight cholera. He attended Lancing College, Sussex; he then appeared as an actor in repertory theatre and at the Old
Vic. George Baker (1540â€“1600), was an English surgeon notable for writing and translating a number of early medical texts. Baker
was a member of the Barber Surgeons' Company and was elected master in 1597. In 1574, when he published his first book, Baker was
attached to the household of the Earl of Oxford, and the writings of his contemporaries show that he had already attained to
considerable practice in London. Banester of Nottingham speaks of his eminence in Latin verse:â€” Ergo Bakere tuum superabit...

