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Learn about Martin Luther King, Jr. the social activist and Baptist minister who played a key role in the American Civil Rights Movement
from the mid-1950s until his assassination in 1968.Â The final section of Martin Luther King, Jr.â€™s eloquent and iconic â€œI Have a
Dreamâ€ speech is believed to have been largely improvised. A gifted student, King attended segregated public schools and at the age
of 15 was admitted to Morehouse College, the alma mater of both his father and maternal grandfather, where he studied medicine and
law. Although he had not intended to follow in his fatherâ€™s footsteps by joining the ministry, he changed his mind under the
mentorship of Morehouseâ€™s president, Dr. Benjamin Mays, an influential theologian and outspoken advocate for racial equality.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a theologian and preacher of the black church. No one can understand his theology apart from the history of
the black religious jxrjerience. This is not to deny other important influences in his thinking; but because most of King's interpreters
ignored or belittled the place of the black church in his intellectual development, it is necessary to establish the claim that the faith of the
black 0-^> church was the most important source of King's theology. 2.Â Although Martin King could apply Thoreau's logic of civil
disobedience in his protest against regional segregation laws of the South, he had more difficulty applying it to federal laws, because he
used the federal laws as the basis for his disobedience of discriminatory laws of the South. The name of Martin Luther King, Jr., is
intertwined with the history of the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s in the United States. The Montgomery bus boycott, the
freedom rides, the Birmingham campaign, the March on Washington, the Selma march, the Chicago campaign, and the Memphis
boycott are some of the more noteworthy battlefields where King and his followers--numerous in numbers, humble and great in name-fought for the equal rights and equal justice that the United States Constitution ensures for.Â Nevertheless, King agreed to lend his
support to the sanitation workers, spoke at a rally in Memphis March 18, and promised to lead the large march and work stoppage
planned for later in the month. Martin Luther King, Jr., Baptist minister and social activist who led the U.S. civil rights movement from the
mid-1950s until his death in 1968. His leadership was fundamental to that movementâ€™s success in ending the legal segregation of
African Americans in the South and other parts of the United States.Â Before beginning college, however, King spent the summer on a
tobacco farm in Connecticut; it was his first extended stay away from home and his first substantial experience of race relations outside
the segregated South. He was shocked by how peacefully the races mixed in the North. â€œNegroes and whites go [to] the same
church,â€ he noted in a letter to his parents.

