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Description:
Review Praise for Runaway Girl:
"This devastatingly honest memoir is not for the fainthearted. . . . Kafka famously
wrote, 'A book must be the ax for the frozen sea within us.' Runaway Girl just might
become such a book. [Phelps] gives the reader valuable insight into a problem that is
larger than most people realize."
—San Francisco Chronicle

“Runaway Girl demonstrates a great amount of insight and maturity. Crisp writing and
perfectly chosen events highlight the story of what happens to the majority of 12 year
olds on the street.”
—School Library Journal, selected as one of the “Best Adult Books for Teens
2012”
“Riveting . . . A genuinely important book that casts the problem of sex trafficking
in America into stunning, heartbreaking relief.”
—Kirkus Reviews
“A brave memoir”
—Publishers Weekly
“A runaway and school dropout by age 12 who worked the streets for a brutal pimp,
Phelps finally freed herself and is now a lawyer also working with a global collective
helping survivors of sex trafficking rebuild their lives. This memoir, following hard on
the heels of an award-winning documentary, is stirring some interest.”
—Library Journal
About the Author
An attorney, motivational speaker, and youth advocate, Carissa Phelps works as part
of a global collective to help local and international survivors of sex trafficking rebuild
their lives. Her life story was the subject of the award-winning documentary "Carissa."
She lives in San Luis Obispo, California.
Larkin Warren’s essays and articles have appeared in the New York Times Magazine,
Glamour, More, and Good Housekeeping. Among her recent book collaborations are
Mary Forsberg Weiland’s Fall to Pieces and Elyn R. Saks’s bestselling The Center
Cannot Hold.
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Preview â€” Runaway Girl by Carissa Phelps. Runaway Girl: Escaping Life on the Streets, One Helping Hand at a Time. by. Carissa
PhelpsÂ She left the streets behind, yet found herself back, this time working to help homeless and at-risk youth discover their own
paths to a better life. Like the multimillion-copy bestseller The Glass Castle, this memoir moves us through the power of its unflinching
candor and generosity. ...more. Get A Copy.Â A time when young girls should be thinking about makeup and preparing for their teen
years. Instead Carissa was hanging out with pimps, crack heads, and selling her body for sex. Of course, during those times, the men
took advantage of Carissa and even threatened her with guns. 311 p. ; 24 cm. In this book is a story of triumph and a fierce
determination to give back. The author was a runner. By twelve, she had run away from home, dropped out of school, and fled blindly
into the arms of a brutal pimp, who made her walk the hard streets of central California. But even when she escaped him, she could not
outrun the crushing inner pain of abuse, neglect, and abandonment. With little to hope for, she expected to end up in prison, or worse.
But then her life was transformed through the unexpected kindness of a teacher and a counselor. Miraculously, by the time she turned
My handâ€¦Itâ€™s bleeding from the cement.â€ I knew even as I spoke that I was only making things worse. I kept looking down at my
hand, still wrapped in the messy paper towels. I was pretty sure I was going to have a scar. After I left the office, the school nurse
bandaged my hand and sent me back to class. My teacher treated me really nice the rest of the day.Â She had a gleam in her eye
every time a new baby came alongâ€”it seemed to spark something deep inside her, and her energy became almost totally focused on
the new arrival. But Jacobâ€™s birth was a breaking point for Emily. At fifteen, she was no longer willing or able to be the second mom,
constantly caring for her younger siblings and afraid that the situation might force her to drop out of high school. Runaway Girl: Escaping
Life on the Streets, One Helping Hand at a Time by Carissa Phelps Viking July 2012 Format: Hardcover, 320 pages First line: Early one
bright, hot August morning, during the first week of second grade, my stepfather picked me up and tossed me out the front door. From
the inside cover: Carissa Phelps was a runner. Growing up in a troubled home, she would pedal her bike for hours each night along the
hot, airless streets of her California oil town, dreaming of a futureâ€¦ 10 Books For Adults That Are Just As Magical As The Harry Potter
Series. Growing up with the Harry Potter

A runaway and school dropout by age 12 who worked the streets for a brutal pimp, Phelps finally freed herself and is now a lawyer also
working with a global collective helping survivors of sex trafficking rebuild their lives. This memoir, following hard on the heels of an
award-winning documentary, is stirring some interest.Â "Runaway Girl demonstrates a great amount of insight and maturity. Crisp
writing and perfectly chosen events highlight the story of what happens to the majority of twelve-year-olds on the street." - School Library
Journal , selected as a Best Adult Books for Teens of the Year "As a captivating account of the triumph of a battered heart, Runaway Girl
is truly a modern profile in courage, a spiritual odyssey, and a riveting read. Preview â€” Runaway Girl by Carissa Phelps. Runaway Girl:
Escaping Life on the Streets, One Helping Hand at a Time. by.Â She left the streets behind, yet found herself back, this time working to
help homeless and at-risk youth discover their own paths to a better life. Like the multimillion-copy bestseller The Glass Castle, this
memoir moves us through the power of its unflinching candor and generosity. ...more.Â Runaway Girl provides a real life account of one
womans journey from a girl on the streets, to a successful attorney, motivational speaker, and youth advocate. The book begins with a
flashback, to her first week of the second grade and her abusive stepfather, and from there the story follows Carissas journey, as she
struggles to find her place in the world. â€œRunaway Girl may break your heart but I promise it will ultimately awe and inspire you. No
child should have to endure what Carissa did, but thousands do. Her story is a testimony to the resilience of these children and the
difference a caring individual can make in their lives.Â Growing tired of it all, she decided to run away, thinking that the streets
couldnâ€™t be any worse than home. It wasnâ€™t long before Phelps dreams of freedom became a nightmarish hell.Â She does not
proselytize readers, but at times Runaway Girl reads like a book you buy at the Megachurch bookstore after hearing its guest speaker.
That said, the book is somewhat repetitive and drags on, hence the 3 stars. A decent read, overall. Buy a cheap copy of Runaway Girl:
Escaping Life on the book by Larkin Warren. ?Riveting . . . A genuinely important book that casts the problem of sex trafficking in
America into stunning, heartbreaking relief.â€ (Kirkus Reviews) A School Free shipping over $10.Â Carissa Phelps was a runner. By the
time she was twelve, she had run away from home, dropped out of school, and fled blindly into the arms of a brutal pimp. Even Read
Full Overview. Carissa Phelps, author of Runaway Girl: Escaping Life on the Streets, One Helping Hand at a Time shares this
astonishing story of triumph and a fierce determination to give back on the Conversation Crossroad radio program. â€œA California
attorney and youth advocate's rivetingly raw account of the years she spent as a runaway, juvenile delinquent and prostituteâ€¦A
genuinely important book that casts the problem of sex trafficking in America into stunning, heartbreaking relief.â€ - Kirkus Reviews
http://conversationcrossroad.com/?p=5908.

311 p. ; 24 cm. In this book is a story of triumph and a fierce determination to give back. The author was a runner. By twelve, she had
run away from home, dropped out of school, and fled blindly into the arms of a brutal pimp, who made her walk the hard streets of
central California. But even when she escaped him, she could not outrun the crushing inner pain of abuse, neglect, and abandonment.
With little to hope for, she expected to end up in prison, or worse. But then her life was transformed through the unexpected kindness of
a teacher and a counselor. Miraculously, by the time she turned Carissa Phelps, author of Runaway Girl: Escaping Life on the Streets,
One Helping Hand at a Time shares this astonishing story of triumph and a fierce determination to give back on the Conversation
Crossroad radio program. â€œA California attorney and youth advocate's rivetingly raw account of the years she spent as a runaway,
juvenile delinquent and prostituteâ€¦A genuinely important book that casts the problem of sex trafficking in America into stunning,
heartbreaking relief.â€ - Kirkus Reviews http://conversationcrossroad.com/?p=5908. â€œRunaway Girl may break your heart but I
promise it will ultimately awe and inspire you. No child should have to endure what Carissa did, but thousands do. Her story is a
testimony to the resilience of these children and the difference a caring individual can make in their lives.Â Growing tired of it all, she
decided to run away, thinking that the streets couldnâ€™t be any worse than home. It wasnâ€™t long before Phelps dreams of freedom
became a nightmarish hell.Â She does not proselytize readers, but at times Runaway Girl reads like a book you buy at the Megachurch
bookstore after hearing its guest speaker. That said, the book is somewhat repetitive and drags on, hence the 3 stars. A decent read,
overall. A runaway and school dropout by age 12 who worked the streets for a brutal pimp, Phelps finally freed herself and is now a
lawyer also working with a global collective helping survivors of sex trafficking rebuild their lives. This memoir, following hard on the
heels of an award-winning documentary, is stirring some interest.Â "Runaway Girl demonstrates a great amount of insight and maturity.
Crisp writing and perfectly chosen events highlight the story of what happens to the majority of twelve-year-olds on the street." - School
Library Journal , selected as a Best Adult Books for Teens of the Year "As a captivating account of the triumph of a battered heart,
Runaway Girl is truly a modern profile in courage, a spiritual odyssey, and a riveting read.

A new memoir, Runaway Girl: Escaping Life on the Streets, One Helping Hand at a Time, written by Carissa Phelps and co-authored by
Larkin Warren, was released in early July. Long before becoming an attorney and youth advocate, Phelps escaped harsh living
conditions at the age of 12 and ran directly into even more trouble. The critique in Kirkus Reviews spells out what happened after she
ran away: â€¦(S)he took to the streets and became entangled with a series of pimps and drug addicts, who brutalized her both physically
and emotionally. Buy a cheap copy of Runaway Girl: Escaping Life on the book by Larkin Warren. Riveting . . . A genuinely important
book that casts the problem of sex trafficking in?America?into stunning, heartbreaking relief. ( Kirkus Reviews ) ? A School Free
Shipping on all orders over $10.Â Carissa Phelps was a runner. By the time she was twelve, she had run away from home, dropped out
of school, and fled blindly into the arms of a brutal pimp. Even Read Full Overview. Preview â€” Runaway Girl by Carissa Phelps.
Runaway Girl: Escaping Life on the Streets, One Helping Hand at a Time. by. Carissa PhelpsÂ She left the streets behind, yet found
herself back, this time working to help homeless and at-risk youth discover their own paths to a better life. Like the multimillion-copy
bestseller The Glass Castle, this memoir moves us through the power of its unflinching candor and generosity. ...more. Get A Copy.Â A
time when young girls should be thinking about makeup and preparing for their teen years. Instead Carissa was hanging out with pimps,
crack heads, and selling her body for sex. Of course, during those times, the men took advantage of Carissa and even threatened her
with guns. Phelps, Carissa; and Larkin Warren (2012). Runaway Girl: Escaping Life on the Streets, One Helping Hand at a Time, Viking
Adult/Penguin Group Publishing, 320 pages. ISBN 978-0670023721. References[edit]. ^ California Birth Index. ^
https://www.martindale.com/shell-beach/california/carissa-liana-phelps-168677260-a/. ^ http://www.carissaproject.com/bios.html. ^
Phelps, Carissa; and Larkin Warren (2012). A runaway and school dropout by age 12 who worked the streets for a brutal pimp, Phelps
finally freed herself and is now a lawyer also working with a global collective helping survivors of sex trafficking rebuild their lives. This
memoir, following hard on the heels of an award-winning documentary, is stirring some interest. - - Library Journal, Praise for Runaway
Girl : "This devastatingly honest memoir is not for the fainthearted. . . . Kafka famously wrote, 'A book must be the ax for the frozen sea
within us.'

